LABOR PARTIES
WHY A  LABOR PARTY?1

Why a Labor party? Again and again groups of belliger-
ent American wage-earners have attempted to break into
politics, but hitherto American workers have refused to be
weaned from trustful allegiance to the Republican or Demo-
cratic parties The anti-political and purely syndicalist policy
of the American Federation of Labor derives from a recollec-
tion of the past futility and danger to American labor of
political agitation, from fear that such agitation will divide
the workers against one another and from a conviction of the
salutary effect on the unity of the labor movement of an ex-
clusive policy of diiect class trade union action. Are there
sound reasons for believing that these considerations are losing
their force?

In our opinion there are such reasons. In the past the rela-
tion of the American laborer to his employer and his employ-
er's business was vastly more important to him than his rela-
tions to the government. Although the state frequently inter-
fered in industrial controversies and almost always to the
disadvantage of the wage-earner, the state was not his worst
enemy: nor was its friendship indispensable. The wage-earner
was struggling tenaciously to maintain himself against the
powerful employers' organizations and against the competition
of a constantly increasing volume of European immigration
He was not strong enough to put up a political as well as an
industrial fight and unless he selected his ground prudently and
paid careful attention to the economic stamina of his union
associates he was in danger of suffering a complete defeat.
Under such conditions the American Federation of Labor may
have been justified in eschewing politics and in concentrating
its attention on organizing the skilled trades and fighting ex-
clusively for the increased economic power of its own limited
membership, During the last few years these conditions have
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